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In 2014, two of our herd bulls sported EPDs (Expected Progeny Differences) much better than those the Red Angus
Association of America (RAAA) reports as of the printing of this catalog. LCS Z6 had a HerdBuilder EPD of 188 which
is now 112; a Calving Ease Maternal (CEM) EPD of 6 now 5; and a Stayability (STAY) EPD of 18 now 10. Amore
striking decline is noted with Andras in Focus: HerdBuilder of 177 now 89; CEM was 11 now 5, and STAY was 14 now 7.
The prior EPDs were not accidents; they reflected the genetic pedigree and performance we actively sought, and for which
we expended considerable sums in acquiring. However, as shown, these bulls’ current EPDs paint a much different – and
uglier – picture.

What changed?

Let’s start from this perspective: the ancestry and genetics of the bulls are the same today as on the day they were born. If
anything, we can now market the progeny of LCS Z6 and Andras in Focus with much more confidence because we have
had the benefit of developing multiple years’ worth of calves sired by these bulls. The performance of these calves – many
of which are now in our cow herd – have re-confirmed the decisions we made in adding LCS Z6 and Andras in Focus to
our bull battery.

The bulls’ EPD “problem” appears to lie with the RAAA’s inability to utilize ancestry and associated progeny information
from black-hided animals who were registered with the Canadian Angus Association. (This is important because LCS Z6
and Andras in Focus each trace their bloodlines, in part, to Black Angus in the Canadian registry.) The reasons for this
data gap – at least to the extent we’ve been informed – appear to depend on who one talks to. Whatever the reason, it is
our opinion that the current EPDs are inaccurate. This continues to be a source of immense frustration for us and other
breeders and, in our view, threatens to severely undermine the utility and integrity of EPDs. The claim by some that “it’s
being worked on” is of little assurance to those of us who have bought in – literally and figuratively – to the promise of
EPDs and outcross genetics.

The bottom line is this: despite the EPD “problem,” the progeny of the mentioned bulls are genetically no different now
than they were before the “problem” arose.

So, genetically, nothing has really changed.

ANOTE ON EPDS…

Dam MPPA: 105.33

CED BW WW YW Milk ME HPG CEM STAY MARB YG CW REA FAT

TOPBREED%
217 50 20 -7.8 59 83 25 -7 13 3 20 0.38 0.13 8 0.06 0.06
1% 29% 1% 1% 44% 60% 21% 13% 15% 75% 1% 56% 90% 84% 59% 98%

Herd
Builder

Grid
Master

BECKTON JULIAN B139 J8
Bull
L

BECKTON JULIAN X721 E6 BECKTON JULIAN U699 L5
BECKTON JULIAN Z382 J7 BECKTON LANAU329 EP

BECKTON LARKABAX064 J BECKTON JULIAN U699 L5
BECKTON LARKABAU475 CT

BECKTON JULIAN X721 E6 BECKTON JULIAN U699 L5
BECKTON CHRISTY Z083 J BECKTON LANAU329 EP

BECKTON CHRISTY X648 D BECKTON DOMINOR Z1 R610
BECKTON CHRISTY J743 JL

1705695 03-04-2014 B139 BSF 2 100%AR 70 97 584 115
Reg. # Calved Tattoo Category BW BR WW WR

Dam MPPA: 100.73

CED BW WW YW Milk ME HPG CEM STAY MARB YG CW REA FAT

TOPBREED%
103 48 16 -6.2 49 73 16 -3 9 4 8 0.08 0.20 4 -0.53 0.02
41% 79% 1% 2% 78% 79% 86% 21% 81% 51% 75% 96% 98% 90% 99% 82%

Herd
Builder

Grid
Master

GIEFER ORION B515
Bull
M

BECKTON NEBULAM045 BECKTON NEPTUNE R2 K065
BUF CRK ORIONW011 BECKTON BELGAK285 JL

BUF CRKAMYT116 BUF CRK ROMEO L081
BUF CRKAMY 5912

BUF CRK MEDALLION S347 BUF CRK MEDALLION N328
GIEFER SUNFLOWER Y015 BUF CRK REDPRIDE 6089

GIEFER HOBO’S GIRL S024 LONK DISCOVERY K122
AQUILABH 920-917

1713792 05-05-2014 B515 GIEF 1A 100%AR 70 86 547 96
Reg. # Calved Tattoo Category BW BR WW WR

OUR HERD SIRES…
Look for progeny from these two bulls in next year's sale.



OUR LOCAL HISTORY…

The 1803 Louisiana Purchase, orchestrated by President Thomas Jefferson, merged into
the United States the great expanse we now know as Western Kansas. In 1865,
entrepreneurs seized an opportunity for trade with Denver City – on the western edge
of what was then Kansas Territory – and established the Butterfield Overland Despatch
(BOD) Trail. The BOD followed the Smoky Hill River to the Hackberry Creek (in
modern-day Trego County), where Downer’s Station was built, and where the trail took
a short deviation along the creek; an Indian raid later destroyed the station. Although
the part of our ranch (affectionately called Dinosaur because of its many fossils) which
includes the Smoky Hill River was bypassed by the route’s deviation, Castle Rock – a
prominent landmark on the trail – can be seen in the background of some of our photos.
And though the BOD didn’t cross our land, the WaKeeney-Dighton Stagecoach did –
and (according to history) so did the famous George Armstrong Custer. Stagecoach ruts
remain visible, and we have ridden horseback on the river bank where then-Lieutenant
Custer and his cavalry troops trod.

In 1877 business partners Albert Warren and James Keeney formed the Warren, Keeney & Co., and set about designing “The
Queen City of the High Plains” – WaKeeney. The town was planned in a Chicago office, including the 80-foot wide streets for
which we are grateful in this day of the automobile. Known today as “The Christmas City of the High Plains,” a 35-foot
Christmas tree is decorated annually in the intersection of Main Street and Russell Avenue. Trego County – for which
WaKeeney is the county seat – was organized in June of 1879, and named for Civil War Captain Edgar Poe Trego, of the 8th
Kansas Division, who died in the 1863 Battle of Chickamauga.

The Kansas Pacific Railway reached WaKeeney in the 1870s. About a mile west of town, the crew building track came under
Indian attack. History records that some of the crew fled northward and sought refuge under a cliff. Although the exact location
is now unknown, we pasture the area, and our imagination is fueled as we ride by the cliffs and contemplate that these
outcroppings – a serene scene for grazing cattle and horses, and even Christmas card photos – were once defensive positions
for men engaged in the fight of their lives.

Area State historical sites include Old Fort Hays, Fort Wallace, and Cottonwood Ranch; National attractions are Ft. Larned and
Nicodemus. Castle Rock and the Sternberg Museum (home to some of the aforementioned fossils) are also nearby. A little
further northeast is the cabin where Dr. Brewster M. Higley in the early 1870s penned the words to a poem he titled “My
Western Home” – which was set to music in 1947, and became the Kansas State Song we know as “Home on the Range.”

Oh, my – for those who travel this area and think it is just boring “flyover” country – what a rich history we have! This is why
we are proud to call this Our Home on the Range of the Great American Plains!

Castle Rock in background
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